
Examiner’s commentary

The research question is concise and clearly worded, allowing plenty of scope for analysis. The 
methodology is outlined in the introduction, and it is interesting that the candidate was inspired by a 
newspaper article that then led them to carry out some in-depth research using a good range of 
academic sources. A statement that ultimately becomes the conclusion appears as a thesis statement in 
the introduction, a strategy that has worked well. The essay is well-referenced with correct citations 
used throughout. This is very important as it meets the academic honesty requirements of the Extended 
Essay. The use of terminology is also very good with Japanese terms explained in the text, which makes 
it clear and accessible to the examiner. There is also some careful evaluation that demonstrates a critical 
approach to the sources. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are working 
to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that meet our community 
expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the enforcement of current 
copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make legal access to digital content 
easy, convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright will be prosecuted to the fullest extent 
of the law.




















































